
 

Population Health Webinar notes 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
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Slide 2:  

Two upcoming events of interest. First is the Kansas State of Wellness meeting on Wednesday, May 9 

in Salina. Cost is $25 per person. The second is the Positive approaches to improving adolescent 

health conference held in June at the Kansas City Airport Hilton, more information available in the link.  

Slide 3:  

In case you missed it the GCOF Walking Enhancement Funding Recipients Announced. Ten 

communities, received funding ranging from $5,000 to $10,000. They will Leverage funds to implement 

projects that encourage residents to engage in more active transportation and outdoor activities.  

Advanced Epidemiologist position open visit KDHE Employment page for more details. On April 23rd 

Barbara VanCortlandt retired as the Cancer Program Manager. Barbara was with the agency 27 years 

and worked 17 with the AIDS program and the final 10 with the Cancer program. Thank you for your 

service, and good luck with your retirement.    

Lou Saadi, PhD; Farah Ahmed, MPH, PhD | Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health 

Informatics 

Slide 29: 

IF PEOPLE CALL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS ABOUT ILLNESS THEY THINK MIGHT BE DUE TO 

LETTUCE, direct people to their physicians for STEC testing, and ask them to dispose of the lettuce but 

keep the lettuce packaging. If they come back positive for STEC, the lot codes, etc. on the packaging 

will be needed to assist CDC and FDA. 

Slide 31:  

CDC is working with state and local health departments and FDA to investigate multiple clusters of 

primarily bloodstream infections caused by Serratia marcescens since January 2018. The majority of 

affected patients are children with central venous catheters or implantable medication ports in place at 

the time of their infection. Common products that have been identified include heparin and saline 



flushes, however, to date, no products have tested positive for S. marcescens. CDC continues to work 

with health departments and FDA to investigate these and other potential common exposures. 

In response to this ongoing investigation, BD is voluntarily recalling certain lots of BD 

PosiFlush™ Heparin Lock Flush and BD™ Pre-Filled Normal Saline Flush syringes due to 

potential contamination with S. marcescens. Please refer to the following link for additional 

details and a list of the recalled products and lot numbers: http://www.bd.com/en-us/support/alerts-

and-notices/medical-device-recall-for-bd-posiflush-heparin-lock-flush-syringes-and-bd-pre-filled-normal-

saline-syringes. 

Slide 32:  

CDC is issuing a call for cases. 

CDC requests that cases be reported (to KDHE): 

Clusters (i.e., ≥2 cases) at a single healthcare facility since April 1, 2018, of S. 

marcescens bloodstream infections in patients who have central venous catheters or ports in place, or 

Cases since April 1, 2018, of S. marcescens bloodstream infections among outpatients who have 

central venous catheters or ports in place. 

Please report cases to the KDHE Epidemiology Hotline (877-427-7317) and retain available isolates for 

possible further testing. 

Slide 34:  

Data available on the EPHT website: https://keap.kdhe.state.ks.us/Ephtm/Default (click on 

“Environmental Exposures” then “Rabies Surveillance”). April numbers should be posted soon and 

shortly we will go back to updating weekly instead of monthly. 

Slide 36:  

CDC and KDHE are issuing a Call for Cases for patients experiencing coagulopathy associated with 

the use of synthetic cannabinoids. Patients may experience life-threatening coagulopathy associated 

with use of synthetic cannabinoids, also known as “K2,” “spice,” “synthetic marijuana,” and “legal 

weed,” among other names.  

KDHE issued a bulletin to providers via KS-HAN, emailed Kansas emergency departments and 

infection preventionists, and sent out a media release on April 19th   

Healthcare providers asked to maintain a high index of suspicion for vitamin K-dependent antagonist 

coagulopathy in patients presenting with clinical signs of coagulopathy, bleeding unrelated to an injury, 

or bleeding without another explanation and with a possible history of synthetic cannabinoids. 

Promptly report to the KDHE Epidemiology Hotline (877-427-7317) 

Slide 37:  

A new story about COPD in Kansas adults has been added to the LiveStories page. Please check out 

this story and others.  
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